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informing them of the ' necessity for vigilance/
Here he lived more or less quietly except for outbursts against religion. Gaudens Megaro, his most unbiased biographer, notes an episode which is rather characteristic :
" On February I7th, 1907, Mussolini joined the Socialists and anti-clericals of Tolmezzo in commemorating the martyrdom of Giordano Bruno, the Italian friar and philosopher, who was born at Nola and was burned at the stake in Rome on February ijth, 1600. The anniversary of Bruno's death, one of the great days in the Italian Socialist calendar, was the occasion for yearly anti-clerical demonstrations throughout Italy. According to the best contemporary report of the Tolmezzo meeting in honour of Bruno, the presiding officer asked Mussolini, the ' school teacher/ to speak. In his extemporaneous address, which lasted about three-quarters of an hour and received great applause, he brought out the rebellious and combative spirit of Bruno and described him as the ' greatest innovator of his time and the precursor of free thought/ After others had